

Minutes of a meeting of the Friends of St Margaret’s [FOSMs]

Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 2, The Street, Toppesfield

1. Attendees
Katie Bishop, Annie Clements, Belinda Littler, Georgie Mansfield, Laura Parker, Hayley Sims
2. Apologies for Absence
Lynn Collard, Victoria Wallis, Sarah Gardiner, Zoe Hughes
3. Minutes of the last meeting
Approved
4. Matters Arising
All matters dealt with under agenda items
5. Forthcoming Events

a. Dates Confirmed:
i. 18th November – Deadline for Christmas artwork orders
AC to ask Miss Curry to put onto Dojo to remind parents
ii. 20th November – Film Night
1. Film – 2 suggestions received
a. Robin Robin
b. Bad Guys Haunted Heist
Discussed short notice to arrange tickets, payment etc given postponed meeting so will seek to rearrange for later in the term.  Ideally this will be on a Wednesday to avoid afterschool clubs
BL to speak to school to ask about alternative date – 17th December?
iii. 3rd December – Elfridges
1. Donations (current status)
Discussed a reasonable amount of donations received to date.  Lacking presents suitable for dads.
GM to post out again for reminder for donations
KB offered to start making up the jam jars – will be filled with sweets & some with dog treats.  KB queried where fake snow used last time has gone?
BL to pass over sweets
All to pass over jars
KB to make up gift jars
LP offered to look into donations from pet food shops for dog treats
We discussed asking retailers for donations – Tescos, Sainsburys, Boots, Jelly Cats.  LP offered to make contact.
LP to approach firms for donations
2. Parent invitation – requesting payment and confirmation child will attend & who they would like to by for.  £5 per child for two gifts
BL to look out format from last time and send out
3. Format
Children will be brought in in house groups.  Each will choose their gifts and they will write onto a slip of paper who has bought and who for.
Discussed gift bags would make processing the gifts much quicker and agreed to ask for donations of these in the appeal.  Children will also be asked to bring a named bag for their gifts to go into.
BL to check what brown bags are in stock
GM to add gift bags to appeal for donations
4. Wrapping
On the day if possible but we will need to check how many volunteers we can secure
BL to do a poll asking for volunteers once she has checked re timings

iv. 6th December – Christmas Market 
BL to confirm to Zoe that we want to take a stand
BL to do poll asking for volunteers to man the stand
The intention will be to sell any left-over gifts from Elfridges and the pottery painting gifts ordered at the meeting (100 ordered for sale across the Christmas events.)


v. 6th December – Christmas Tree Lighting up  
BL had agreed with the Parish Council that we can have the Human Fruit machine at the event (location to be determined) and could also run a ‘guess the name’ with a suitable prize

BL to confirm where to set up
HS to confirm volunteers for HFM

vi. 10th December – Nativity - refreshments
vii. 12th December – Non-Uniform Day - cash
viii. 19th December – Christmas Service - refreshments
ix. 9th January – School Disco (Non-Uniform Day)
GM kindly offered to DJ the event.  She will liaise with Yr 6 who will be co-opted to arrange games to entertain the children
GM will arrange the audio system, to be borrowed from her father
LP has spoken to Dan who has agreed to provide the UV lights and may have some additional equipment available
We can offer sweets as prizes but will not have any to buy (we have plenty of sweets in stock)
Need to send out the invitations and seek bookings before Christmas.  Invitation will mention wearing white or neon to make the most of the UV lights.
LP will arrange for some UV face paint which can be dotted onto children (quick).  Need to include consent on invitation/booking request. 
Refreshments will be hot dogs in a bun.  Children to bring their own drink bottles in.
Will be from 3.15 to 4.30.
BL to arrange invitation noting the above


b. Dates/Events to be confirmed

i. Christmas Jumpers? – AC will bring out when weather allows, no fixed date, will be hung around the playground
ii. Quiz? – agreed would be good to do next term.  Need to check with the pub and other village events – potentially 14th March?
BL to check and pencil in date with village hall.
iii. 100 Club – Ongoing
iv. Christmas Wreaths/Table Arrangements – park for this year.  Spring/easter wreath, potentially an activity for Mother’s Day?  Revisit after Christmas
v. Sip and Paint – discussed the idea of hosting a Sip & Paint event.  Mooted speaking to Elisha Edmunds who runs similar events for her business in Clare?  


6. Uniform Shop

Thanks to AC for keeping the uniform in the church in great order.  AC confirmed that Miss Curry had been given some Hedingham uniform and it was agreed sensible to include this on the rail.

All to continue to promote use of uniform resource

7. A.O.B

School with sashes – pins for their clubs?  

8. Date of next meeting

Friday 12th December– straight after school
