SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY FOR ST. MARGARET’S CofE PRIMARY SCHOOL

At St. Margaret’s Church of England Primary School we seek to develop
wisdom, encourage aspiration and promote dignity and acceptance
enabling our respectful children to live a life giving back to the
community.

John 10:10: ‘Live life in all its fullness.’
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School Uniform Policy

Introduction

It is our school policy that all children wear school uniform when attending school, or
when participating in a school-organised event outside normal school hours. We
provide a complete list of the items needed for school uniform in appendix A and on
our school website.

Aims and objectives

Our policy on school uniform is based on the notion that school uniform:

e promotes a sense of pride in the school;

engenders a sense of community and belonging towards the school;

is practical and smart;

identifies the children with the school,

prevents children from coming to school in fashion clothes that could be

distracting in class;

makes children feel equal to their peers in terms of appearance;

e isregarded as suitable wear for school and good value for money by most
parents;

¢ enables pupils to fully participate in all aspects of the school day;

¢ s designed with health and safety in mind.

Jewellery

On health and safety grounds we do not allow children to wear jewellery in our
school. The exceptions to this rule are ear-ring studs in pierced ears, and small
objects of religious significance, such as a crucifix on a chain. The children are
required to remove these objects during PE and games to prevent them from causing
injury.

Extreme haircuts

The school does not permit children to have ‘extreme’ haircuts that could serve as a
distraction to other children.

Footwear

The school wants all children to grow into healthy adults. We believe that it is
dangerous for children to wear shoes that have platform soles or high heels, so we do
not allow children to wear such shoes in our school. Neither do we allow children to
wear trainers to school; this is because we think that this footwear is appropriate for
sport or for leisurewear, but is not in keeping with the smart appearance of a school
uniform. We require all children to wear shoes as stated in the uniform list.

Second Hand Uniform

Second hand uniform is available every day from the Church. There is no cost to this,
parents are asked to donate what they feel able to for the uniform. They are also able
to contact FOSMs via email (fosms@st-margaretscofe.essex.sch.uk) if they wish a
bundle to be made up anonymously.
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The role of parents

We ask all parents who send their children to our school to support the school
uniform policy. We believe that parents have a duty to send their children to school
correctly dressed and ready for their daily schoolwork. One of the responsibilities of
parents is to ensure that their child has the correct uniform, and that it is clean and in
good repair.

If any parent would like the school to modify the uniform policy, they should make
representation, in the first instance, to the headteacher. The school welcomes
children from all backgrounds and faith communities. If there are serious reasons, for
example on religious grounds, why parents want their child to wear clothes that differ
from the school uniform, the school will look sympathetically at such requests.

The role of governors

The governing body supports the headteacher in implementing the school uniform
policy. It considers all representations from parents regarding the uniform policy and
liaises with the headteacher to ensure that the policy is implemented fairly and with
sensitivity.

It is the governors’ responsibility to ensure that the school uniform meets all
regulations concerning equal opportunities.

Governors ensure that the school uniform policy helps children to dress sensibly, in
clothing that is hardwearing, safe and practical.

Monitoring and review

The governing body monitors and reviews the school uniform policy through its

committee work by:

e seeking the views of parents, to ensure that they agree with and support the
policy;

e considering, with the headteacher, any requests from parents for individual
children to have special dispensation with regard to school uniform;

e requiring the headteacher to report to the governors on the way the school
uniform policy is implemented.



Appendix 1

School uniform requirements:

Either a pale blue shirt/blouse to be worn with a red tie OR a pale blue polo shirt

Navy blue trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore

Navy blue v-necked jumper or cardigan

Sensible black or navy blue shoes. Trainers are not permitted as part of school uniform.
Plain navy, grey or white socks.

Blue and white summer dresses can be worn in the warmer months.

Welly boots

Waterproof jacket and trousers or puddlesuit

PE kit:

Children wear their PE kit to come to school on their PE days.

Plain black, navy or white trainers.

Navy blue shorts

Navy blue crew neck t-shirt

A plain navy tracksuit is recommended in the colder weather.

Football kits are NOT to be worn as PE kit.

Jewellery:

A small pair of studs may be worn for school. These must be removed for PE. Children must
be able to remove these themselves in school, or they must be removed at home prior to
attending on PE days.

Watches may be worn but smart watches are not permitted for safeguarding reasons.
No other jewellery is to be worn to school.

All clothing and equipment must be clearly named in order to quickly return lost property.

A Book Bag should be used for transporting equipment to and from school. We ask that
rucksacks are not used due to space restrictions in school.



